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Milford Foundation Scholarship
2026 Application Form
Delivered in partnership with First Foundation


About the Milford Foundation Scholarship
The Milford Foundation Scholarship supports talented young New Zealanders whose ability and drive deserve the chance to be matched with the resources and networks to succeed at university. The scholarship is offered by the Milford Foundation and delivered by First Foundation.
The scholarship provides three things:
Financial assistance towards Year 13 and three years of tertiary study. Full details are on the Milford Foundation website.
Mentoring — a dedicated mentor matched to each scholar for the duration of the scholarship, to help them navigate the shift from school to university and beyond.
Exposure to the world of work — workshops, networking events, sector-specific opportunities and connections into the professional world.
Applying
To apply, complete the form on the following pages and prepare the documents listed below. Your Year 12 Dean or Deputy Principal will need to endorse your application, we will contact them directly.
Documents to prepare
1. A cover letter (a template is provided at the end of this document)
1. Your most recent academic results (NCEA or equivalent)
1. A recent photo of yourself (in school uniform, or a clear personal photo)
We will contact your Year 12 Dean and your family directly — you do not need to arrange this yourself.

	Return your completed application to:
milford@firstfoundation.org.nz (click the email address)
Subject line: “Milford Foundation Scholarship 2026 — [your name]”




Applicant details
	Full name





	Mobile number
	Email address (not your school one)




	Address





	Ethnicity(ies)


	Iwi





	Gender

	Date of birth




	New Zealand residency status




Parent or caregiver details
	Full name


	Relationship to you





	Email


	Contact number




Household
“First in Family” refers to being in the first generation of your family to complete a Level 7 tertiary qualification.
	First in Family? (Yes / No)


	Number of parents or caregivers who have completed university or tertiary study





	Number of siblings currently attending university or tertiary


	Number of siblings who have completed university or tertiary





	Number of people living in your household


	Combined household income in NZD (estimate)




School
	School name





	Current year


	Year 11 achievement (summary)




Year 12 Dean or Deputy Principal
	Full name




	Email address

	Mobile number



Intended tertiary study
	University or tertiary provider





	Degree


	Major




Enriched
A summary of your extracurricular activities, community involvement and academic achievements. Use the space below or attach a separate page if you prefer.
	


















Cover letter template
Delete the guide text in each paragraph below and replace it with your own writing. We want just one document returned — please keep your cover letter in this file rather than sending it separately.

[Your name]
[Your address]
[City, Country, Postcode]

Dear Milford Foundation,
Opening paragraph: Introduce yourself and your purpose for writing. Mention the scholarship you’re applying for, your current academic status, and a brief summary of why you’re a strong candidate.
Second paragraph: Share a bit about your personal background and the challenges you’ve faced. Make it personable — we want to know about you, your family, your story and what makes you unique.
Highlight whether you are the first in your family to go to university and how your story has shaped your determination to pursue new opportunities.
Third paragraph: Highlight your achievements, extracurricular activities, leadership and community involvement. Please be specific.
Fourth paragraph: What are your future aspirations, and how will this scholarship help you achieve them? Tie your goals to a larger purpose or mission — helping your community, contributing to a specific field, or a passion you want to pursue.
Closing paragraph: Summarise your main points. End on a polite, positive note.
Sincerely,
[Your full name]
	Keep your letter short and concise — one page if possible.
Check spelling and grammar before you send.
Using AI can make your application feel less authentic, we want to know who you are.
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